BO NGOAI GIAO CONG HOA XA HQI CHU NGHIA VIET NAM

CUC LANH SU Déc lip — Ty do — Hanh phiic
S6: 637 /LS-XNC Ha Ngi, ngay 20 thang 02 ném 2025

V/v chinh sich thi thire méi ctia Anh.

Kinh guri:

- Cuc Quan trji A, Vin phong Trung wong Pang;

- Van phong cac Ban clia Dang;

- Vu Déi ngoai, Vin phong Chu tich nudc;

- Vu Quan hé Quéc té, Viin phong Chinh phi:

- Vu L& tan va Hop téc quéc té, Vin phong Québc hai;

Van phong cic b, co quan ngang b, co quan thude Chinh
phu;

- Vian phong UBND, HPND, Tinh uy, Thanh Uy cic tinh,
thanh phd truc thude T rung vong;

- Vin phong Toa dn nhin dén t6i cao;

- Vin phong Vién kiém st nhan dan tdi cao;

- Van phong Kiém to4n Nha nudc;

- Van phong Co quan Uy ban Trung wong Mit tran Té Quéc
Viét Nam;

- Van phong céc co quan trung uong cia cac doan thé, td
chire chinh tri - xa hoi: Lién doan Lao dong Viét Nam, Hoi
Lién hi¢p Phu nit Viét Nam, Doan Thanh nién Cong san Ho
Chi Minh, Hoi Néng dan Viét Nam, Hbi Cuu chién binh
Viét Nam;

- 50 Ngoai vu cdc tinh, thanh phé true thude Trung wong.

Tiép theo cong vin so 308/LS-XNC ngay 21/01/2025 ctia Cyc Lanh sy théng
tin ve nhing thay doi trong chinh sich thi thuc méi ciia Anh dbi véi céc nude noi
chung va voi Viét Nam néi riéng, Cuc Linh sy xin bé sung thong tin' nhur sau:

1. Bbi twong ap dung

I'heo chinh sach thi thye ngoai giao méi (DAYV), nhimg ngudi mang hé chiéu

ngoyl piao déu can xin thi thye trude khi nhap canh vao Anh. Ngoai trir cac truong
hop duge mién utr bao gom:

Cdc nha ngoai giao (va thanh vién gia dinh mang hé chiéu ngoai giao) dang
cong tae nhiém ky tai Anh;

Quan chdre va nhin vién lanh sy dang céng tac nhiém ky tai Anh;

Nguyén thu cac quoc gia (Heads of State);

"Thong tin ¢dp nhat theo bio cdo cia Dayi sir quan Viét Nam tai Ant ngay 13/02/2025,
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- Quan chtre chinh phi duong nhiém cac nuée ¢6 ham Bd truong;
- Ngudi tham du héi thao quaoc té to chire tai Anh;
- Nhin vién (0 chitc quoc t& hoat dong tai Anh,

Theo quy dinh méi nay, céc truong hop néu trén mic du khéng can xin thi
thie DAV nhung Chinh phii Anh khuyén khich chu dong xin gidy midn thi thuc
(Exempt Vignette) truée khi nhdp canh vao Anh @& cé thé dugc lam cac tha tuc
nhanh gon hon khi nhap canh.

D61 voi ngudi mang hd chicu ngoai giao dang céng tac nhiém ky van cin xin
thi thure trude khi nhip canh vao Anh,

2. V& quy trinh cip thi thye déi véi h chidu ngoai giao

Thi thye danh cho hé chiéu ngoai giao s& duoc Chinh phu Anh cip mién phi
theo thu tue nhanh gon, tra két qua trong vong 10 ngay lam viéc ké tir ngay nop ho
50. Thi thure ¢6 gia tri st dung trong 02 nim ké tir ngay cap.

Ho6 so xin thi thuc gom:

Ho chiéu ngogi giao (con han str dung);
- Cong ham de nghj cap thi thic do Bs Ngoai giao ban hanh;
- I'o'khai xin thi thie trye tuyén (online application form);
- Anh chan dung (passport sized photo);
- Cdc giay o khic cin chimg minh myc dich xin thi thue.

Cach thire ndp ho sor

l1e nop ho sor (Self Scanning Option)

- Nop o khai xin thi thue truc tuyén trén trang web GOV.UK cua Chinh phu
Anh;

Tu scan cong ham (theo mau g kém) va anh, ndp truc tuyén trén hé Lhéng
tiép nhdn hd so ctia Trung tam tiép nhan hd so xin thi thue VFS®. Ngudi xin thi thye
cin chon 1 lich hen trén trang web cua VFS dé co thé tw ndp tai liéu truc tuyén.

Mang hd chiéu dén ndp tryc tiép tai VFS trong khung gi 1am viéc sau khi
da hoan thanh 02 bude trén. Ho so ¢ thé nhe ngudi ndp hé chiéu thay.

Nép ho so ¢ tro giup (Assisted Scanning Option)

Nop 1o khai xin thi thuc online trén trang web GOV.UK cua Chinh phu
Anh:

Mang ho chiéu, cong ham va anh dén VFS dé nhan vién VFS hé tro scan
va dang i gidp (cong ham va anh duoge scan midn phi; cac tai liéu kém theo khac s&
dugc tinh phi) ¢6 thé nho ngudi nop thay.

HE thong tiép nhin ho so trén trang web cua Chinh phii Anh GOV.UK va

VIS se bat diu ma tiép nhin hé so xin thi thyc cho hd chiéu ngoai giao tir ngay
18/02/2025.

. https:/ivisaviselobal.com



Cuc Lanh sy BO Ngoai giao trin trong chuyén thong tin néu trén va vin ban
kém theo t6i Quy Co quan dé thong bao t6i cac doan cong tac thude bd, nganh, dia
phuong minh chi dong thu xép thoi gian pht hop tién hanh cac tha tuc can thiét,
bao dam kip thai cho cac chuyen cong tac nude ngoai.

Cuc Lanh sy B Ngoai giao xin cdm on sy phdi hop cia céc Quy Co quan./i’
Nui nhén: KT. CUC TRUONG

- Nhu trén;
- Cac don vi: VPB, Vu TCCB, SNV TP. HCM:;
- Luu: LS, XNC.




Home Office | B

. Diplomatic Visa Arrangement External |
Pack

This pack will help explain the Dislomatic Visa Arrangement
(DVA) and how it differs from the Diplomatic V sa Waiver
(DVW) and being exempt from ummlgration cont-o .
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;_lnt;odﬂct:ion

Whv are we mtroducmg the Diplomatic Visa Arrangement

We are mtmducmg DVA as part of the transformation of the UK border under

: '_Unlversal Permission to. Travel. UPT means that everyone travelling to the UK
(except for British. and Irish nationals) will need permission before arriving at
the bo-der. This will include non-visa nationals, including non-visa national

dplomatlc passport holders, who will be required to apply for and obtain an
E.ectronic Travel Authorisation.

Under this modernisation, Diplomatic Visa Waivers (DVW) will be replaced by
Diplomatic Visa Arrangements (DVA). DVA will provide a free and bespoke

visa apphcatlon experience to those benefitting from DVW arrangements
;wh:!e. meetmg border transfonnatlon aims.

Return to Contents
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E};plainer

Wh‘o is exempt from immigration control in the UK?

There are six maln categories ‘of individuals who are exempt from UK immigration
control;

e  Persons pcsted to diplomatic missions in the UK;

. Consular officers and employees based in the UK;
. Sovereigns and Heads of State;

. Members of governments;

. Persons attending an international conference; and
. Employees of international organisations.

To see full information r.m these cohorts, please access the online guidance.

What is the differanca between a Diplomatic Visa Waiver, the Diplomatic Visa
Arrangament (DVA), and exempt:on from immigration control?

The Diplomatlc Visa Walver enabied diplomatic passport holders from selecl
countries (Turkey, South: Africa, Indonesia, Vietnam and China) to travel to the UK
without applylng forany visa product. This waiver covered a visit of up to six months.
This will no. longer be: available from Tuesday 11th March 2025 and will be replaced
- by the Diplomatlc Vlsa Arrangement (DVA).

"The DVA prowdes a bespokn visa product for eligible diplomatic passport holders.
This route aims to facilitate ciplomatic travel to the UK and enables visitors to
undertake a range of standard visitor activities. Application fees and a fingerprints
requirement are waived, nut apphcants must submit a light-touch application form.
The DVA should not be confused with arrangements for those exempt from
immigration control.

Some'groups of people are exempt from immigration control regardless of their
nationality, even though they do not have a right of abode in the UK, when occupying
particular roles and trave ling to the UK for specific purposes. If you are exempl from
immigration control, you are not subject to the Immigration Rules as other foreign
nationals travelling to the UK are. The exempt cohort does not require a visa product
to enter the UK. All fees and biometrics are also excused.

Is there something | can get to prove that | am exempt?




An exempt vignette is a sticker affixed into an exempt passenger's passpart and
issued to confirm that somecne is exempt from immigration control, It is not
these can only be issued to those who are subject to imm gration contral,
vignetle confirms an individual's exempt status and can facllitate the holder’s trave
to, and entrance into, the UK. It is not compuISO_ry..for;_an.a}gjém'bt"p_asa'e.ﬁhger'ft Je e
acquire an exempt vignette, but it can smooth their journey to the UK, including v
encountering Border Force on arrival, and is s’fjro_ngl_y_!r:feéqn"imeq:dgﬁ,i If you d =
already hold one, you can apply for an exempt vignette up to tHree months before
you plan to visit the UK, : it PR

I have a diplomatic passport. Does this mean | am:e.xami:!?_

No, itis not the travel document that confers an exemption from immigration control,
This is dictated by the role you hold, and sometimes the purpose of your visit to the
UK. Accordingly, while some diplomatic passport holders will be exempt, others will
not. A diplomatic passport alone is therefore not sufficient evidence of exemption.,

Which diplomats are exempt from immigration controi?

If you are posted to a diplomatic mission in the UK from overseas, you are exempt
from irnmigration control, : e Wt Ko P02

More broadly, Section 8(3) of the Immigration Act 1971 (as amer dEd)_-fuI[y'exémp.tS'_ :

from immigration control those posted to diplomatic missionsin the UK. Thig femi
includes: e el

Diplomatic agents of foreign and Commonwealth missfons; s

« Administrative and technical staff of foreign and Commonweaith missions
provided they were resident outside the UK, and were 70t present in the UK
when offered the post as members of that mission, ana have not ceased to be
@ member of the mission after taking up their post: % Auend

* Service staff of foreign and Commonwealth missions provided they were: =
resident outside the UK, and were not present in the UK when offered the
post as members of that mission, and have not ceased to be a member of the
mission after taking up their post; and :

e Qualifying family members who form part of household of the above —

spouses, civil partners and dependent children under 18

There are specific other circumstances in which dip-omats might be gxem’pgt from
immigration control, This can Include, for example, diplomatic ’agents,_aamlnistrat{ve,
technical and service staff transiting through the UK to or from a posting in a third
country,

6]



Which diplomats are not exempt from immigration control?

Members of diplomatic missiorns or consulates based overseas (not in the UK) are
not ordinarily exempt from immigration control, including when on an official visit.
Where diplomats hold postings in more than one country, these cases would be
referred to colleagues at the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office
(FCDO) to establish eligibility for exempt qualification.

Diplomatic couriers are not exempt from immigration control. However, people in this
category have personal inviolability when transporting diplomatic bags under the
Vienna Convention. They are therefore not required to provide biometrics, and a visit
visa will be issued free of charge.

Officials of foreign governments, including those holding diplomatic passports, will
not be exempt from immigrat.on control unless qualifying through alternative means.
We would most commonly expect these officials, when accompanying their exempt
Head of State or govemment minister on an official visit to the UK, to apply for a VIP
De!egate Vlsa

_ --=-Where can I get more- in_formaﬂon on exempt poltcy for 'ﬂll?"‘»"mElts and other
a :.'nbn-armed forcas coho" T

veisa f"the UK Government's policy on exemption from
migra'on;-;control with a pa-ticular focus on the diplomatic cohort. This document
“is intended to be digestible and should not be read as a full guide to exempt
‘arrangements. For the most thorough and up-to-date information, including relating
 to arrangements for diplomats, please refer to the recently refreshed exempt
" guidance for non-armed forces cohorts.

Return to Contents




1.. Why are you initrodi.lcing the DVA?

As part of the transformation and modernisation of the UK Border; the UK i
Government is rolling out Universal Permission to Travel (UPT), meaning everyone
(except for British or Irish nationals) will require advanced permission before they
travel to the UK. As part of this change, Diplomatic Visa Waivers will be phased out
and replaced by Diplomatic Visa Arrangements. ; ;

2. When is DVA coming in?

To prevent any disruption in planned travel, applications for DVA visas will be open
from Tuesday 18 February 2025. The Diplomatic Visa Waivers will be withdrawn on
Tuesday 11 March 2025. : : e A '

3. Will Ministers need to apply for a DVA?

Serving Government Ministers travelling on ofﬁclai-b__uslness*éra;axe'mbt':frorh: e
immigration control and therefore do not require a visa, They are encouraged to
apply for an exempt vignette as evidence of their exempt status; but this'/s not a

mandatory requirement. Please refer to explainer document-fc}jp.d‘urthm_—d-efﬁu.

-4. Do diplomats posted to the UK need to apply for theDVA‘i’ ;

5. What if a visa is required immediately?

Diplomatic passport holders are encouraged to apply for a DVA visa on starting a
role where travel to the UK is likely, Travel does nat have to be booked or planned to
apply for a DVA visa. The applicant can expect a decision to be made within 10
working days. ;

IR FLEN L o  HESOER

6. Does the DVA cover children of appllcants?

The DVA is designed to facilitate diplomatic travel. All visitors to the UK require a
visa (or an ETA for non-visa nationals) in their own right, Therefore, DVA is not open
to under 18s and dependents cannot be included on DVA visa applications. Spouses
or family members of diplomats (aged over 18) can apply for DVA provided they
have a diplomatic passport. Their names will be needed to be included in the
supporting Note Verbale. :




7. Can the Note Verbale be approved by the local Embassy in where the
DVA applicant is based?

Yes, the Note Verbale can be issued by either the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or
Embassies abroad.

Questions on Operational Process:
Where do | submit my pa';.sSport?

o Passports should be submitted at the Visa Application Centre (VAC) during
VAC operating a0urs, and hot during times reserved for Passport Collection.
Operating hours can be viewec on VFS' website,

How do | submit supporting documents?

¢  You can upload the required documents (Passport sized photo and Note
Verbale) from your device after compléeting your online application. This is called the
Self-Scan Option. YoL will be asked to select a VAC appointment time before you

ot -':';;.:can upmadﬁthese _dUGUments However, the MFA representative can attend the VAC

ime during VAC Operatlng hours.

it your documents wath 1he assistance of VAC staff

‘Assisted Scan Option. The MFA representative can
ese documents and the passport scanned at any time

;durmg VAC operaing hours. Itis |mportant to note that the only documents scanned

- free of charge will pe. the passport sized photo and the note verbale. If the customer

- requires any other document to Je scanned, they will need to use the document
scanning assistance sarwce and pay the appropriate fee.

Can | use the keep my passport service?

* The KMP service is available to this cohort, but the appropriate fee would need to
be paid if this added value service is selected.

Return to Cantents




Process Map

OFFIZAL
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Note Vérbalé

Note No. A S

~ Date:

Draft Note Verbale

The Government of X requests that a Diplomatic Visa Arrangement Visitor Visa is
issued to the following individLal(s) : :

P i X

Name ' i Dat&ﬁﬂfEirth-; “assport number

The named individual(s) are confirmed to be supported by X Government in
requesting a UK visa under the Diplomatic Visa Arrangement

Signature and Name

A Return to.Contents.




